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if you could have grasped the helm without the slightest
aid from that force.

' The old Bonaparte reigned fifteen years, Louis
Philippe eighteen; do you think that the present creature
will last longer ?

' L. v. G.''

I replied in the following letter:

' Frankfort: May 30, 1857.

' In replying to your two last letters I labour under a
sense of the imperfection of human expression, especially
in writing; every attempt to make ourselves clear engen-
ders fresh misunderstandings; it is not given us to commit
to paper or to put" into words our whole selves, and we
cannot make others receive from the fragments which we
bring forth precisely the same sensations as they gave our-
selves. This arises partly from the inferiority of speech
compared with thought, partly because the external facts
to which we refer seldom present themselves to two per-
sons in the same light, as soon as the one ceases to accept
the view of the other on trust as though it were his own.
This feeling came to the aid of the delays occasioned by
business matters, visits, fine weather, indolence, children's
ailments, and my own illness, and discouraged me from
answering your criticism with further arguments, each of
which will have its own weak points and imperfections.
In pronouncing judgment upon them, please take into con-
sideration that I am a convalescent, and that I have drunk
my first Marienbad water to-day, and if my views diverge
from yours you must seek the reason in the foliage and
not in the root, for I claim that at bottom my convictions
are in unison with yours. The principle of the battle

1 Cf. Bismarcfajahrbuch, ii. 242.
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